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Richard Hobbs Announces for Board of 

Supervisors 
Says he’ll fight for the community’s 

interests and unity 
 

 

(February 29, 2008 -- San Jose, CA) – Richard Hobbs, a San Jose/Evergreen Community College Board 
Trustee announced today that he is running for Santa Clara County Supervisor, Seat 2 to succeed Supervisor 
Blanca Alvarado who cannot run for re-election due to term limits.  Hobbs, the Director of the Santa Clara 
County Office of Human Relations is respected for his decades of community involvement, honest 
leadership and cultural sensitivity.  He seeks to bring his drive, values, vision, compassion, and analytical 
capacity to the Board of Supervisors. 
 
“I am running to bring honest leadership and a consensus approach to decision making,” said Hobbs.  “Over 
the next few years, Santa Clara County will be confronted with extraordinary challenges.  I will confront 
those issues as an independent and effective voice for families, working people, children, seniors, 
immigrants, and those in our community who are without a strong voice.  I will ensure that their interests – 
and everyone’s interests – are represented on the Board of Supervisors.  In this effort we must all work 
together: E pluribus unum.” 
 
Richard Hobbs is in his fourth term on the San Jose/Evergreen Community College District Board of 
Trustees, where he was twice elected President.  He chaired a successful bond campaign to rebuild San Jose 
City College and renovate Evergreen Valley College.  Under his leadership, the district expanded 
partnerships with IBM, Intel, Ford, Microsoft, and Oracle to provide job training programs; initiated model 
programs for workforce development; and worked to prepare high school students for a 4-year degree, 
especially minority and immigrant students.           
 
“I am entering this race because county government is so critically important to the wellbeing and safety of 
our community.  We need policy makers who will support paying a decent wage and making certain that 
every child has access to health insurance,” Hobbs continued.  “I am especially interested in sound public 
policy to meet the crisis recently identified by Joint Venture Silicon Valley: a declining middle class.  Good 
jobs that pay good wages and benefits are one way to achieve self-sufficiency and I will look for ways to 
maximize those opportunities,” noted Hobbs.   
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He declared that his priorities include providing quality health care, public safety, fiscal and individual 
responsibility, affordable housing, transparent government, environmental sustainability, traffic congestion 
relief, quality education, good paying jobs, and civil discourse.   
 
About Richard Hobbs 
Richard Hobbs enters the race as a leading contender to win the District 2 Supervisor’s seat.  He is a 
principled community leader who does not just talk about values, he takes action.  A former Peace Corps 
volunteer in Ecuador and Afghanistan, Richard is completely bilingual in Spanish with knowledge of several 
other languages.  He holds a BA from the University of Missouri and Master’s degrees from the prestigious 
National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM) in Mexico City and San Jose State University.  An 
active member of the California Bar, Richard is trained as an attorney and holds a JD from the Golden Gate 
University School of Law. 
 
In Richard’s career he has served as janitor, clerk, electronics worker, cannery worker, painter, bilingual 
tester, community organizer, campaign director, citizenship teacher, community college instructor, 
facilitator, mediator, lawyer, non-profit board member, non-profit manager, lecturer, author, keynote 
speaker, countywide program director, elected official, and as a leader in state and national organizations 
regarding education policy, budget, human relations, and work-life balance.   
 
Richard is a past member of the United Way Stability Impact Council, a founding member of Resources for 
Families and Communities and the Inter-Faith Council, past Board member of MACLA, former advisor to 
the California Little Hoover Commission, and member of AARP, the League of Women Voters, the SJSU 
Alumni Association, the Elder Abuse Advisory Council, the Juvenile Detention Reform Advisory 
Committee, and the Willow Glen Neighborhood Association.   
 
Married with 3 children, Richard and his family have been homeowners or renters for three decades in 
Willow Glen, downtown, and East San Jose.   
 
About Santa Clara County District 2 
District 2 is comprised of much of east and central San Jose, Downtown, most of Willow Glen, Newhall and 
the Shasta Hanchett neighborhoods.  Election Day is June 3, 2008. 
 
To Contact or Contribute to the Campaign 
To contact the Richard Hobbs for Supervisor campaign e-mail Richard@HobbsforSupervisor.com or call 
408-971-3303.  Send contributions (limit of $500) to “Richard Hobbs for Supervisor”, 1067 Broadway 
Avenue, San Jose, CA 95125.   
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